
City of Alexandria 
Complete Streets Program 



What are Complete 
Streets? 

Complete Streets are streets designed for people of 
all ages and abilities, including children, older adults, 
and individuals with disabilities.  These streets ensure 
safe and convenient travel for all users, including 
pedestrians, bicyclists, riders and drivers of public 
transportation, as well as drivers of other motor-
vehicles.  
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Source: Chicago Complete Streets 



MULTIMODAL: SAFE, 
COMFORTABLE AND ACCESSIBLE 

TO ALL USERS 

Source: BostonCompleteStreets.org 
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Benefits of Complete Streets 

• Active Transportation 
• Walking, biking and taking 

transit 

• Improved public health 

National Household Travel Survey 2009 

Green Building Education Services 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2012, newpublichealth.org 
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Safe neighborhoods 

Benefits of Complete Streets 

• Active living 

• Walkable and bikeable 
communities 

• Safe and accessible 
meeting places 

 

Photos courtesy of Green Building Educational Services 
Transportation Options 
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• Aging in Place 

• ADA Compliant street design 

• Mobility options  

• Wider sidewalks and shorter 
crossing distances 

• Accessible transit stops 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Green Building Educational Services 

Mobility 
Options 

Benefits of Complete Streets 
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City of Alexandria  
Complete Streets Policy 

• Complete Streets Policy 
adopted by  City Council in 
2011 

 

• “The City shall incorporate, to 
the extent possible, Complete 
Streets infrastructure sufficient 
to enable reasonably safe 
travel along and across the 
right-of-way for each 
category of users”  

 
• “The City shall incorporate Complete Streets infrastructure  into 

existing public streets to improve the safety and convenience 
of users and construct  and enhance the transportation 
network for all users” 

7 



• Pedestrian safety 
upgrades 
– Upgraded and new 

crosswalks 

– New sidewalks & curb 
ramps 

– Leading pedestrian 
intervals 

– Rapid flashing beacons 

– HAWK signals 

– Signage 
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Complete Streets - Pedestrian 

Rapid flash beacons HAWK signal 

Del Ray Neighborhood Improvements 



Complete Streets - Bicycle 

• Bicycle facilities 
- Bicycle parking 

- On-street bike facilities 

- Bicycle signage 

 

 

9 Bike Box Bike Lanes 

Bike Parking 



Complete Streets – Access to 
Parks 
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Sidewalks 

Curb ramps and bus pad 

High visibility crosswalk 



Complete Streets – Access to 
Transit 
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Bus pad and crosswalk 

Crosswalk and accessible bus stop 

Bike parking at bus stop 

Bus shelters and bus bulb-out 



Complete Streets – Safe Routes 
to School 
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New and upgraded crosswalks 

Pedestrian countdown  
signals 

Pedestrian signage 

Flashing speed  
limit signs 

Safer intersections 



Complete Streets 
Accomplishments 2013  

• Achieved Silver level designation      
as a Bicycle Friendly Community 

• Conducted Complete Streets      
training for city staff 

• Awarded $400,000 New Freedom 
Grant for pedestrian improvements at 
transit stops  

• Developed a Complete Streets 
checklist to ensure Complete Streets 
compliance for all new development 

• Updated Bicycle Parking Guidelines for            
new development  

• Updated brick sidewalk policy to make 
more accessible sidewalks 
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Complete Streets 
Accomplishments 2013  
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Project Total Quantity Completed Designed 

Redesigned streets through resurfacing projects 8 lane miles   

   
 

New sidewalk 7,550 feet 1,300 6,250 

New and upgraded crosswalks 140 crosswalks   

New pedestrian countdown signals 6 intersections   

Signal modifications for conflict free crossings 1 intersection   

Access to transit pedestrian improvements 5 bus stops   

Rapid flashing beacons for uncontrolled crossings 3 crossings   

HAWK Signal for safer pedestrian crossing 1 crossing   

15MPH Flashing School Zone signs 6 schools 1 5 

Intersection redesign for pedestrian safety 3 locations   3 

On street bicycle facility design 20 lane miles 12 8 

Bicycle Box 1 intersection    

New bicycle parking spaces 100 spaces   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



Upcoming Initiatives  

• Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Master Plan Update 

• Development of 
Complete Streets 
Guidelines 



For More Information 

• Visit: http://alexandriava.gov/49868  

 

• City of Alexandria Call.Click.Connect 
“Complete Streets” 

 

• Hillary.Poole@AlexandriaVA.gov 

  703-746-4017  
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